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By Morton Mintz

Washingloa Pest 3tall Wrliter

Army intellizence oificers
have opened tie private
mail of American civiiians
in West Berlin arnd in West
Germany, the Senate intelli:
gence commitiee said yes-
terday.

In West Berlin, maii open-
ings and wirctappings tave
been carried out since the
end of Worid War I[ under
a tripartite avrecment with

. the British and French, the
Ycommittee said in a new re-

port, “Improper Surveil-
lance of Private Citizens by
the Military.”

The agreement requirces
each of the three govern-
ments to inform the others
about security matlers in
theic sectors of the «city.
Army surveillance -has been
conducied *“not simuly for
its own purposes, hut fer the
other Allied conimands as
well,” the report said.

The West German zovern-
ment brouzht mre‘-.a;)s and
mail openings under ifs ex-
clusive control in 1$53. This
has required the Army to re-
quest desired surveiilance of
that kind ifrom 2 special
West German ccmimission,
the Scnate report 3aid.
These requirements do not

apply in West Berlin,

Tne intelligence commit-
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nened (iviiis

tee, headed by Sen. Frank
Church D-Idaho). said that
an estimated 3,000 Pentazon®
personnel within the United
States are involved i secu-
rity-clearance, crirninal and
counterintellizence investi-
cations.

Congress has cracted no
law that “expressly provides
how the miiitary may be
used in the civilian commu-
nity, or more specifically,
whether it is prohibited
from investizating private
citizens or private orzaniza-
tions.” the report said,

In a related developmient,
Xrmy Sccretary Merstin R
Hoffman acknowledzed that
the Army in 1968
“intercepted” a letter from
a memher cf the Socialist
Workers Darty in the United

- States to a verson in West
Berlin, and in 1"”" opened a

letter :ha merely  dis-
cussed” a m::mbc:' of the
party. . 3

Heffmann made the ac-
krowledgement in an affi-
davit fited here in a U.S.
District Court lawsuit
brougnt by the party against
several government inteili-
gence aZencies.

'n a second affidavit,
Hoffmann said that the
.\1my ‘coniducts monitorinz
ci postal and tetephone com-
munications within its sz2c-
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tor of Beriin for itsclf ard
other Unitled States investi-
aatory agencies.” .

Reached at Lis home,
Hcffmann declined to say
whethe such rnonitoring
ccnnru-_, as indicated by
the affidavils cr to say
whetiibi the Army is opea-
ing letters and tapping
phones for the Central Intel-
lizente Agency.

A CIAa <,w/ esman teld 1
reporter that “if such a situ-
ation does obtain” the law
does 1ot nermiit CiA o
say so. From 1953 to 1973,
the CIA onened and thoto-
copied mail bulween the
United Sfﬁ‘u and Commu.
nist countries.

The secontt i’m'!:mr.n 3f
fidavit was fi
rate but m!nud <..nt 313 rs:
the Defernse Dooatument dy
Americans who, .mne hiving
in West Vhrlin in the early
1970s, actively ¢pposed U.S.
participation in the war in
Viatnam ard iried to induce
soldiers {0 join thent

in a ruling in the case in
March, U.3. Disirict Court
Judze William B. Jones said
that the Army cannsi wive-
tap American (u.‘z..r.s Wit
out coust approval, uniessat
has eviden:2 tnat they are
collaborating wiih a fereian
power, or uniess there 13 an
cmergengy. L.
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